
2nd Sunday in O.T. 
Cycle C 

January 16, 2022 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 62:1 – 5. 
 God rejoices in God’s bride. 
Psalm: Psalm 96:1 – 2, 2 – 3, 7 – 8, 9 – 10. 
 Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.   
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4 – 11. 
 All of God’s gifts are of the one Spirit 
Gospel: John 2:1 – 11. 
 God, in the Christ, changes water into wine through Mary’s 
intercession. 
 

God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good. 
Let me begin where I left off with my Christmas homily: “WOW!”  The 
Baptism of the Lord was once in a blue moon celebrated as part of the 
Epiphany.  Today, the second Sunday in Ordinary Time, we hear about 
the third theme of this ancient feast.  Along with the birth of Jesus the 
Christ and Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by John, the miracle at the 
Wedding in Cana is a moment of manifestation of the Christ, a 
Theophany, as Fr. Paul calls it.  This really is made clear by Jesus’ 
reluctance to do anything; and I will address that in a minute. 
 
This whole period of Ordinary Time in cycle C, between the Baptism of 
the Lord and the beginning of Lent (March 3) continues to highlight 
Epiphany themes as we recall the beginnings of Jesus’ public ministry.  
John’s Gospel which we hear from today, points to the seven signs in the 
first 12 chapters.  The Resurrection is the 8th and culminating sign. 
 
The choices for our lectionary readings are indeed interesting.  Usually, 
the Hebrew Scripture choice somehow lines up directly with the Gospel 
selection.  So, I am guessing here, because I was not on the selection 



team, I think this passage from the Prophet Isaiah was chosen because 
he is predicting that God is preparing God’s people to be God’s bride, 
God’s beloved.  Since God is a verb and not a noun it is all about the 
relationship God desires to have with us.  God desires us to be God’s 
bride reminding each of us we are never alone.  So, since John’s Gospel 
is about the wedding feast at Cana, this passage was selected, even 
though Cana has nothing to do with the wedding. 
 
St. Paul in his letter to the community at Corinth, reminds us of all that 
God has provided us with all that we need.  I am reminded of the 
offertory song at our wedding: “All good Gifts” from Godspell. Everything 
we have is sent from heaven above so thank the Lord who loves us like 
crazy. 
 
This too is what the sign of Cana is all about: abundance not scarcity!  
Again, God chooses the small, the unknown, the unheard of, the 
insignificant to have Christ’s second birth: the launch of his ministry, and 
whom better to orchestrate it than the woman who originally gave birth 
to him.  Someone who was aware of the Spirit and how she operates in 
our world.  God loves us like crazy and as St. Bonaventure says (AND FR. 
O’LEARY), “God can’t keep God’s hands off of us!”  How reassuring to be 
God’s delight. 
 
Just one more thought about this story from John’s Gospel.  I don’t know 
about your mothers; but mine would not have taken kindly to the smart 
response, “What is it to you or me?”  Mary’s words here, “Son they are 
almost out of wine” and “Do whatever he says!” are the last words that 
Mary speaks in John’s Gospel and how powerful they are: Jesus is born 
in Cana!  Today there is a 9th sign: Jesus will become one with us.  All 
good gifts are sent from heaven above, oh thank the Lord, then thank 
the Lord.   

God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good. 
 



 
 


